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Newsletter of the San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society 

An affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America 

 

Pre-Meeting Workshop, 11:00 am, by Peter Walkowiak 

“Staging:  The Art of Succulent Plant Presentation” 
 

New Member Orientation, 12:30: Hosted by Pat Bryan and Jay Crowley 
 

Program:  Jeff Moore introduces his latest book, “Soft Succulents”  

January Meeting:   
January 13, 2018, 1 - 4 pm, Rm 101 

Casa del Prado, Balboa Park 

Winter  
Show& Sale 

february 10th! 
Details Inside 
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President’s Message 

What a wonderful Holiday Party we had this 

year.  Over 120 members attended; the food 

and wine was great, the gift plants interesting, 

the desserts yummy, and the auction was suc-

cessful.  Everyone had a great time and many 

plants walked out the door to new homes. 
 

Donations to the Auction from Western Cactus were wonderful 

as usual.  Peter Walkowiak, Kelly Griffin, Don Patterson and I 

also contributed to the live Auction.  Pam Badger and Brian 

Shepherd donated paintings to the silent auction.  The large 

part of the Silent Auction was the felt cactus centerpieces made 

by Jennifer Harris with help from her team.  They brought in 

over $800 of the $2151 that the Auction brought in for the 

Scholarship Fund.  Thanks to Kelly Griffin and Peter Walk-

owiak for running the Auction and Christine Vargas and Leslie 

Sheridan for supporting them. 
 

Thanks to all of you who brought in those yummy des-

serts.  Cathy Clark managed the dessert table and Herb Stern is 

and always will be The Wine Guy and we appreciate his yearly 

contribution to our joy.  Gift plants were brought in by Kelly 

Griffin, Peter Walkowiak, Tina Zucker and Steven Ham-

mer.  Thanks to Pam Badger for keeping the Exchange Plants 

moving along and calling the drawing for the Gift Plants. 
 

Thanks to those of you who set up the tables and chairs and 

covered the tables before I got there. And special thanks to Jim 

DeForest, Paul Maker and Melanie Howe for running the cash 

registers, checking everyone in, and giving up some of their 

social time to work so hard for us. 
 

I am looking forward to 2018, and all the plants and pots we 

will have the opportunity to take home, the speakers, work-

shops and Plants of the Month that will expand our 

knowledge.  The time I spend with all of you fills me up and I 

look forward to seeing you all in January.   ~  Chris Miller 
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On the Cover... 
Christmas tree succulent topiary  

created by Christine Vargas 

 

Hand sewn succulent centerpieces 

created by Jennifer Harris + team 

      2017 Recognition Awards 
We were honored to recognize the following 
individuals at the Holiday Party, for their con-
tributions to the club and the world of cactus & 
succulent plants. 

 
 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 
Ed DeLollis 

Ed has been a continual supporter of the goals 
and mission of the SDCSS.  He was the first 
Winter Show chairman all the way back to its 
inception in the 1990's .  He has generously 
supported the club with numerous plants for 
auctions whose proceeds have gone to every-
thing from supporting club functions to con-
tributions to the Anza Borrego Foundation and the SD Sa-
fari Park Garden.  He has acted as an auctioneer for the So-
ciety countless times and is always happy to share a story 
and a smile.  With great respect and honor, we confer upon 
Ed DeLollis, Life Membership in the San Diego Cactus and 
Succulent Society. 
 

FELLOWS: Hans & Thomas Britsch 
The Fellow is awarded for contributions to the Cactus and 
Succulent world.  We honor Hans, Thomas, Gretl, and the 
Britsch family for growing and introducing new and beauti-
ful cactus and succulent plants in San Diego for over 50 
years.  They have propagated and made rare plants common 
which has tremendous positive effect for conservation of 
plants in the wild.   Their love for the plants they grow is 
evident in every aspect of their business.  They have been 
faithful supporters of the San Diego Society and for that we 
are extremely grateful.   A Life Membership accompanies 
this award. 

 

 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
        Mike Fernandes 
Mike is a long time member of SDC&SS, hav-
ing become acquainted with the Society 
through his friendship with Dr. Lee Phelps. 
Though he does not always make it to month-
ly meetings due to his busy schedule of playing 
baseball, he can always be counted on to be 
there for the Show and Sales events. Mike can 
be seen everywhere from set up to clean up, 

helping wherever needed. Mike is invaluable to several ven-
dors to whom he provides a much needed hand at the sales, 
as well as with the public, making sure they get their pur-
chases to their vehicles. Always ready with a quick smile and 
a hand to lend, Mike is an outstanding volunteer for our  
Society. 

Opinions expressed in articles and editorial comments are solely the opinions of the author or the editor and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the SDCSS, the board of Directors, 
or the organization as a whole.  All material submitted to the Espinas y Flores for possible publication may be edited in forma and content.  All material contained in the Espinas y Flores 
may be reprinted by other non-profit organizations unless permission is expressly denied in a note accompanying the article.  Please send one copy of the printed material to the editor.  
Reproduction in whole or part by any other organization without the express consent of the editor is prohibited. 
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Coffee in the Garden Party:  Sunday, January 21st, 10am-4pm, 4728 Allied Rd., San Diego 
Hosted by Rick and Kevin, with James Chambers of Rocksmith Nursery as a special vendor 

 

We are excited to host our garden party again!  As many of you know, we removed a swimming pool and 
pond over a year ago and added large raised planters.  We hope you will come and see how the succu-
lents and cacti have grown since then, as they appear to like the crushed lava that composes much of the 
planting mix.  The planters include a large collection of Mesembs, Haworthias, Gasterias, miniature Aga-
ves, and other succulents on the smaller side.  Most have appreciated being liberated from the pots they 
had been in for quite some time.  For example, a Caesalpinia cacalaco that had been 6” for many years is 
now well over 6’ tall.  We’ve enjoyed being able to see the smaller succulents at a height easier to ob-
serve them and have recently added three more planters, one of which is primarily composed of cacti.  As 
always, January promises to be a peak aloe bloom time with newer varieties blooming each year which 
we anticipate as eagerly as a child waiting for a beloved holiday to arrive. 

This year, we are excited to have a special vendor that has awesome plants, many of which you will find 
in our gardens.  James Chambers, owner of Rocksmith Nursery in Valley Center, California, has been an 
avid plant  grower for over 25 years and has specialized in Sansevierias, Aloes, Agaves, and other rare 
succulents. The nursery currently has a large assortment of rare and unusual varieties of Sansevierias with 
natural habitats ranging from South Africa to Ethiopia. Unlike the usual selection of Sansevieria trifas-
ciata, commonly known as the “Snake Plant” or “Mother-in-law’s Tongue”, the collection at Rocksmith 
Nursery focuses on many Sansevieria species that are rarely or never seen in cultivation. The Sansevieria 
plant forms range from tall, thin and green wispy leaves, to super blue and very thick and rigid flat 
fans.  A diverse display of Sansevierias and other succulents will be offered for sale (cash only), and 
James will give two talks about Sansevierias at the event. 

The event time frame has been expanded to allow for Mesembs to join the party this year, as they tend to 
start blooming around 1 or 2pm.  We will have baked goods and appetizers as well as beverages availa-
ble.  Some of our propagated plants will be available for sale along with landscape sized cuttings/
divisions.  Since we have moved quite a few plants from pots, there will be a large number of pots for 
sale ranging from small to larger, both by artistic and amazing potters and some of a commercial na-
ture.  There is likely to be some garden-related items for sale and others that simply need to live at a new 
home.  Please use cash if you are shopping. 

January Pre-Meeting Workshop 

Staging: The Art of Succulent Plant Presentation 
 

The art of staging succulent plants is like the framing of an expen-
sive or prized picture or painting. The frame is the pot, the matting 

is the top dressing, rocks and other accent 
pieces, and the plant is the painting. There 
are many aspects to consider when staging 
a plant; among these is the plant color, 
form, growth habit, shape, and texture. 
These all determine what pot size, shape 
and top dressing is best. Color and texture 
are important in all aspects of a successful 
framing of your plant. Often the goal is to 
make it look like it is still in habitat - a little 
bit of nature in a pot. 
   In this workshop I will discuss the process 
of choosing the pot, top dressing and rocks. 
Included in this discussion will be the rea-

sons for making the choices that were made:  Why this color, tex-
ture versus another; why one works while another does not. 
   It is best to stage your plant for the show at least 2 weeks before 
the show but 4 weeks is better. This gives the plant a chance to get 
settled and established before being subjected to being moved. It 
also allows the plant and top dressing to be washed when you water 
it. This is why this workshop is being offered at this time so that 
you can get your plants ready for the Winter Show. 
 I will demonstrate the art of staging using of several of my plants 
and with a discussion of why I chose the pot, top dressing, rocks 
when used and plant. I would like everyone who wants me to help 
them stage their plants please bring plant and a pot for it to go in. I 
will provide soil and some topdressing. If you have rocks or a top-
dressing you would like to use please bring them. Please do not 
bring a large plant to stage as I have limited materials on hand and 
would like to do as many as time and materials permit. No Opunti-
as for obvious reasons. Workshop will start at 11am. 
 

January Program 

Soft Succulents by Jeff Moore 
 

 The title of the presentation is 'Soft Succulents' (also the title 
of the book that the talk/powerpoint will follow). I chose to use 
this nebulous title to include groups 
such as aeoniums and echeverias, 
which was initially what the book was 
going to be dedicated to, but decided 
to expand it to cover dudleyas, pachy-
phytums, sedums, crassulas, kalancho-
es, senecios, and a few other genera 
based more on feel and compatibility 
than on botanical/Linnean correctness. 
These are all soft and pretty succulents 
that just sort of belong in the same 
discussion.   
 The book and talk rely heavily on images, and I have a lot of 
nice ones, taken over the past several years all over the state, and 
also introduce some of the sections with habitat shots. But the 
book is about plants in cultivation here in California, and I'll talk 
about growing tips and general care advise. Most cactus club 
folks, myself included, got interested in succulents through more 
of the remarkable specimen plants - crests, rare variegates, cau-
diciforms, cacti/euphorbias, etc ...  The soft and pretty material 

I'm covering here have been sort of 
ancillary to most of us, but after a 
while you just can't take beauty for 
granted. And with their growing pop-
ularity, these are the gateway succu-
lents that are attracting a lot of new 
folks to the hobby.  I will bring books 
(all three) and plants for sale as well.  
 

Jeff Moore is the owner of Solana Succulents nursery in Solana Beach 
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A Tribute to Ruth Bancroft (1908 - 2017) 
By Ken Blackford  

 

The Cactus and Succulent world has lost one of its greats … Ruth (Petersson) Bancroft passed on November 26 th, at the 

age of 109.  Yes … you read that correctly … 109!  Ruth’s work and inspiration lives on in the spectacular Walnut Creek, 

California garden bearing her name.   
 

Ruth Petersson was born on the East Coast, but grew up 

from an early age in Berkeley, California.  She later attended 

UC Berkeley, studying Architecture.  However, the Great De-

pression led her in a different direction, teaching High School 

in the 1930s.  She married her husband, Philip Bancroft, in 

1939, and raised three children on the 400-acre family Wal-

nut and Pear orchard in Walnut Creek.   
 

Ruth evidently always had gardening interests, but began to 

take a particular interest in succulents in the early 1950s.  

The family car was often full of succulents upon returning 

from vacation trips to Southern California, adding to her 

growing potted collection around the house.   
 

In 1971, with suburbs encroaching and the Walnut and Pear 

orchards in decline, Phil Bancroft offered the grove area in front of their home to Ruth, to plant out her ever expanding col-

lection.  Ruth enlisted Lester Hawkins (of Western Hills Nursery fame) to help design out a 2 acre garden for her succulents 

in the hard adobe soil, cleared of old Walnut trees.  This was a substantial undertaking for Ruth, who at age 62, was start-

ing with a blank slate!   Soil was mounded to improve drainage and rock quarried from nearby Mt Diablo was used as 

mulch.  Her potted plants, nothing from larger than a 1-gallon container, were laid out, in Ruth’s words “a rather willy-nilly 

fashion.”   Disaster struck the following year in the form of a hard Winter freeze following heavy rains, killing many of her 

newly planted specimens.  Walnut Creek’s climate is Mediterranean with extreme Summer heat and solar radiation, fol-

lowed by normally wet winters (15-20” of rain) with regular periodic temperature dips to the mid-20s.   
 

Ruth was not to be defeated though, marking the event as a learning experience.  She took detailed notes of how each spe-

cies performed (or not) under differing conditions and continued to do so in subsequent years.  She added a self-designed 

Folly and protection structures for the more tender species to survive future severe weather swings.  A greenhouse was 

built and Brian Kemble was hired in 1980 to focus on Aloes for her collection.   Ruth also added drought-tolerant foundation 

trees and other structural specimens to improve her garden design, and it grew into an impressive collection over the next 

15 years.   
 

Word spread of its design uniqueness and beauty.  After a 1988 visit recommended by Penelope Hobhouse, noted East 

Coast horticulturist Frank Cabot and his wife, Anne developed the idea of a “Garden Conservancy” … with goals similar to 

those of the Nature Conservancy, but with a focus on preserving notable private gardens for posterity.  Frank and Anne pre-

sented their idea to Ruth, who at that point had reached her 80th birthday.  Ruth was enthusiastic!  The promise of her work 

being preserved and providing education and inspiration to others about dry gardening was tantalizing.  She could continue 

to work her garden and know her plants would be maintained in the future.  Legal arrangements were made, and the Ruth 

Bancroft Garden became the first (of now many) notable private gardens to be preserved through the Garden Conservancy 

organization.    
 

I came to know Mrs. Bancroft in late 1989, while I lived in the neighboring community of Concord.  At the time, I belonged to 

both the then Oakland-based California Cactus and Succulent Society, and the San Francisco Succulent and Cactus Socie-

ty.  Fellow SFSCS member Kaye Rosso had solicited for members who might be interested in becoming a docent for the 

then newly established Ruth Bancroft Garden Conservancy Garden.  I was the only other SFSCS member who lived near-

by, and was excited to volunteer.  Ruth played an integral part in much of the original docent training organized by Richard 

Turner.  She projected a special gleam in her eye when talking about her plants to us docent trainees.  And those 

plants!  No longer able to drive her station wagon to SOCAL on her own, plants began arriving almost daily via UPS.  She 

continued working in the garden almost daily.  Upon showing the garden to my own mother in the late 1990s, we encoun-

tered Ruth (a petite woman, then almost 90) on a hot day, jumping on a shovel in the hard adobe soil.  Her response to my 

concerns about the risks of her trying to dig in the cement-like adobe was “I had the sprinklers on yesterday to try and sof-

ten it a bit.”   No doubt, that determination helped her survive to 109.  Goodbye, Ruth … and thanks for the inspiration!     

 

                                 ~ Ken Blackford 
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2018 WINTER SHOW SCHEDULE, AWARDS, AND RULES 
 

SCHEDULE FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 9, 2018 

12 Noon to 10pm Set up. BRING IN YOUR SHOW PLANTS from 2pm to 9:30pm 

SCHEDULE FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2018 

8:00 - 10:00 am  Set up, OUT-OF-TOWNERS, BRING IN YOUR PLANTS! 

9:00 - 10:00 am  Sales open to members only 

10:00 am   Sales open to public 

10:00 am   Show opens 

10:00 - 11:00 am  Judging, open to the public, show area being judged is closed 

4:00 pm    Show and sales close 

 

COMPETITION LEVELS 

NOVICE (Fewer than 10 Blue Ribbons won in judged competition. Use GREEN entry cards)  
 

INTERMEDIATE (10+ Blue Ribbons won in judged competition. Use YELLOW entry cards) 
 

OPEN (Vendors and anyone else. Use BLUE entry cards) 
 

NON-COMPETITIVE (Open to anyone who wants to show off a plant. Use WHITE entry cards) 

 

AWARDS 

A hand-crafted pot and a certificate suitable for framing will be given to BEST CACTUS, BEST SUCCULENT and BEST WINTER-GROWER plants in the NOVICE, INTERME-

DIATE and OPEN Levels, and to the BEST OF SHOW plant (NOVICE or INTERMEDIATE or OPEN) 
   
First, Second, and Third Place Ribbons will be awarded in all categories for both Novice, Intermediate, and Open entrants. 

 

RULES 

 Show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants. 
 

 Entries must be in the possession of exhibitors for at least six months. Plants must be clean, (no weeds or debris), healthy (no insects, disease or pesticide odor) and 

dry. Plant labels should be removed or hidden. Exhibitors are responsible for placing entry cards with plants prior to judging. The show committee may remove any 

entry that detracts from or jeopardizes the health of other entries. 
 

 Plants must be individually potted specimens except for the category ‘Dish Gardens.’ 
 

 Depending on number of entries, prior to judging, the show committee may combine or divide categories and rearrange entries. The show area will be PARTIALLY 

closed during judging, on a section-by-section basis. Judging will be open to the public. Plants must remain until the end of the show. 
 

 Entries are judged on: 

 a) Condition, size, maturity and difficulty of culture: 70% 

 b) Staging - pot, top dressing, arrangement, cleanliness: 25%s 

 c) Nomenclature: 5% 

 Awards are given only if the judges believe they are merited, and all decisions are final. 
 

 The SDCSS and show committee will take due care to safeguard entries but cannot be held responsible for damage to, or loss of, plants and property. 

 

 

Checklist for the Winter Show & Sale... 
1. Select and prep your show plants 

2. Pick up show tags at January meeting    

3. Attend the Pre-meeting workshop:  January 13th, at 11:00 

am, before the club meeting.  Learn how to prep your show 

plants 

4. Sign up to Volunteer!  We need your help!   

   Email us at:  membership@sdcss.net  

4. Friday, Feb. 9th - Deliver your show plants 

5. Have fun at the Show and Sale! 
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DIVISION 1:  CACTACEAE 

North American Cacti 

1) Ariocarpus, Astrophytum 

2) Aztekium, Pelecyphora, Epithelantha, 

    Strombocactus, Obregonia, 

    Encephalocarpus, Ortegocactus 

3) Coryphantha, Escobaria, Neobesseya, 

    Neolloydia, Leuchtenbergia 

4) Gymnocactus, Turbinocarpus, Stenocactus 

5) Echinocereus 

6) Echinocactus, Ferocactus, Hamatocactus 

7) Mammillaria; hooked spines 

8) Mammillaria; straight spines 

9) Thelocactus, Sclerocactus, Pediocactus 
 

South American Cacti 

10) Blossfeldia, Frailea, Uebelmannia, 

      Buiningia, Discocactus, Melocactus 

11) Copiapoa 

12) Echinopsis, Lobivia 

13) Eriosyce, Neochilenia, Neoporteria, 

      Pyrrhocactus, Horridocactus 

14) Gymnocalycium, Acanthocalycium, Notocactus, 

       Parodia  

15) Rebutia, Sulcorebutia, Weingartia 

16) Matucana, Submatucana, Oroya, Borzicactus 
 

Other Cacti 

17) Ceroids, columnar types (Oreocereus, Espostoa) 

18) Opuntioides 

19) Epiphytic cacti 

20) Variegates, crests and monstrose 

21) Other Genera 
 

DIVISION 2:  NON-CACTUS SUCCULENTS 
 

Aizoaceae 

22) Lithops 

23) Conophytum 

24) Pleiospilos, Titanopsis, 

      Dinteranthus, Faucaria 

25) Mestoklema, Aloinopsis, Trichodiadema 
 

 Asphodelaceae 

26) Aloe species 

27) Aloe hybrid 

28) Gasteria 

29) Haworthia, Astroloba 
 

 Crassulaceae 

30) Cotyledon, Tylecodon 

31) Crassula, Kalanchoe 

32) Dudleya 

33) Echeveria 

34) Pachyphytum, Graptopetalum, Tacitus 

35) Aeonium 

36) Sedum 

37) Adromischus 
 

  

 

DIVISION 2:  NON-CACTUS SUCCULENTS, CONTINUED 
 

Euphorbiaceae 

38) Euphorbia, Madagascar 

39) Euphorbia, Africa 

40) Monadenium, Jatropha, Pedilanthus, Other 

      Euphorbiaceae 
 

 Geraniaceae 

41) Pelargonium, Sarcocaulon 
 

 Apocynaceae 

42) Adenium 

43) Pachypodium 
 

 Asclepiadaceae 

44) Caralluma, Hoodia, Huernia, Stapelia  

45) Fockea, Petopentia, Raphionacme, 

      other Asclepiadaceae 
 

Agavaceae 

46) Agave 

47) Nolina, Yucca, Beaucarnea, Calibanus, other 

      Agavaceae 
 

 Asteraceae 

48) Senecio 

49) Othonna 
 

 Bromeliaceae 

50) Abromeitiella, Dyckia, Hechtia 

51) Tillandsia 
 

 Burseraceae 

52) Bursera, Commiphora 
 

 Didiereaceae 

53) Alluaudia, Didierea 
 

 Dracaenaceae 

54) Sansevieria, Dracaena 
 

 Moraceae 

55) Ficus, Dorstenia 
 

Portulacaceae 

56) Avonia, Anacampseros, Ceraria 
 

 Caudiciforms, Pachycauls, Geophytes 

57) Bombax, Cucurbits, Fouquieria,Dioscorea, Pachycormus 

58) Other Genera 

59) Bulbs 
 

 Other Succulents 

60) Variegates, crests and monstrose 

61) Succulent bonsai 

62) Seed grown by exhibitor, cactus or succulent 

63) Dish Gardens 

 

PLANT CLASSES:  WINTER SHOW, FEBRUARY 10, 2018 

Enter the Sale early during Members Only hour! 
 

SDCSS Members enter the sale at 9:00, one hour before non-
members.  Join today!  Click HERE for a membership appli-

cation or go to the club website at www.sdcss.net 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13i8QEI1vL1O7LOdEjuSNHmjLe-rG8gdy/view?usp=sharing
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JAN 13  Desert Forum, The Huntington.  CSSA event.  See 

FEB. 10       SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY, WINTER SHOW AND SALE BALBOA  PARK,    
    ROOM 101, SAN DIEGO, CA—INFO 619-990-2051 
 
MAR. 22-24  ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SPRING SHOW AND SALE THURS.   
    22

nd
 6-9PM---FRI. MAR. 23

rd
 
    

9-7PM---SAT. MAR. 24
TH

 9-5, 1000 S. State College Bl., (Anaheim   
    United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA INFORMATION CALL 562-587-3357 
 
APR. 7-8      SOUTH COAST CACTUS AN SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW & SALE,  9-4 pm SOUTH COAST  
     BOTANICAL GARDENS, 26300 CRENSHAW BLVD., PALOS VERDES, CA   INFO: 310-378-1953  
    http://www.southcoastcss.org 

 
APR. 29   HUNTINGTON PLANT SALE   10 to 5pm   HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS,   
    1151 OXFORD ROAD, SAN MARINO, CA. 626-405-3504 
 
MAY 5-6    SUNSET CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER,   
         GARDEN ROOM, 4117 OVERLAND AVE., CULVER CITY, CA. INFO. 310-822-1783 
 
MAY 6         SOUTH BAY EPIPHYLLUM SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE---9am to 4pm 
                    SOUTH COAST BONTANICAL GARDENS, INFO. 310-833-6823 
 
MAY 11-12  GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 35

TH 
SHOW AND SALE, FRI & SAT 9-4:30 pm,  

    INFORMATION ON LOCATION CALL 909-910-9195 
       

MAY 18-19   LONG BEACH CACTUS CLUB PLANT SHOW AND SALE 10-4 pm RANCHO LOS ALAMITOS,  
     6400 BIXBY HILL ROAD, LONG BEACH, CA., INFO. 562-631-5876 
   
MAY 26-27  CENTRAL COAST CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY ANNUAL SHOW & SALE (10-4PM), LUDWICK 
    CENTER, 864 SANTA ROSA SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA – INFO. 805-237-2054,         
                 www.centralcoastcactus.org 
 

2018 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT CALENDAR OF UPCOMING  EVENTS 

News from the Safari Park’s Gardens  

The volunteers have been adding new plants to the Safari Park Old World 
Garden (OWG) during November and December.  The lack of significant 
rainfall so far this fall makes it more difficult to decide when to plant our 
new additions.  However, many plant donations have been waiting to go 
into the ground and we decided to continue to irrigate and take advantage 
of the cooler weather.  Speaking of irrigation, anyone with an interest or 
expertise in irrigation systems is welcome to provide suggestions or volun-
teer their time as we rework the OWG’s irrigation system this winter.  
 

A heartfelt thank you to a donor who gave us 21 cacti and 4 succulents this 
month.  The cacti will go to the Safari Park for ground landscape and the 
succulents will go into the OWG. 
 

A reminder that the OWG and the Baja Garden are closed to the public until 
the development of the new Australian area, located directly below the gar-
dens, has been completed.  With the addition of the new plants as well as 
some new rock topdressing the OWG garden will have a fresh look when it 
reopens.   
 

As always, if you have plants or materials to donate, or if you would like to 
volunteer at the gardens, please contact May Fong Ho at 760-233-3948 or 
mayfongho@yahoo.com. 
 

Blooming Aloe dichotoma.  The photo was taken 
at the Old World Garden and is used by permission 

of the San Diego Zoo Safari Park.  

http://www.southcoastcss.org/
http://www.centralcoastcactus.org/

