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An Affiliate of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America 

 
 

Next meeting: Saturday, April 20th 

Speaker: Sula Vanderplank “Succulent Plants of Baja Pacific Islands” 

Pre-Meeting Workshop: Some Thoughts on Dish Gardens with Chris Miller 
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Correction from March 

Issue: Best Winter  Grow-

er-Novice was awarded to 

Pam Badger for  

Aloe  

Castilloniae. Our  

apologies for the mix up! 

Dr. Sula Vanderplank serves San Diego Zoo Global 
as a Postdoctoral Fellow working with the Center 
for Plant Conservation, and the San Diego Natural 

History Museum. Her passion is conservation of the 
biodiversity of Baja California. 

Sula earned her masters degree in Plant Taxonomy 
from Claremont Graduate University, in partnership 

with Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden.  She 
earned her doctorate in Plant Ecology, with minors 
in Conservation Biology and Biogeography, from 

the University of California, Riverside, working on 
the flora of Baja California.  Sula is an adjunct fac-
ulty member at San Diego State University and The 
Center for Higher Learning and Scientific Research 

in Ensenada (CICESE). 

April Speaker: 
Dr. Sula 

Vanderplank 

On the cover: Speaker of the Month, Sula Vanderplank, sets her sights on some 
succulents!  

Newsletter Created by: Whitney Meier, with the help of many contributors! 

2019 SDCSS Fall Semester Scholarship 

Amount of scholarship:  $1000 

Deadline:  

As a non-profit organization whose mission is to promote 
knowledge, study and interest in cactus and succulent 

plants, SDCSS wishes to encourage learning through educa-
tional programs, public exhibits, gardens and sharing 

amongst members. Our scholarship provides support and 
encouragement to outstanding students pursuing higher edu-
cation in horticulture whose goals are aligned with SDCSS. 

 
Our Scholarship Program is for senior high or college/

university students currently enrolled in a horticultural pro-
gram at a local San Diego County institution.  Please check 
the “Scholarship” tab on the website for more information. 

News from the Safari Park Gardens: 3/19/2019 

The weather has been fantastic, for the plants, but not 
for volunteers working in the Gardens. We missed half 
of our work days due to rain. We had been planting 
when we thought the soil was dry enough; and of 
course we did a lot of weeding! It’s the season. It’s also 

the season for succulent 
blooms and so here are a 
few pictures. 

We just finished the last 1/3 of the shade structure. Now the 
C&S plants will have a bright shaded breezy area to grow. 

If you have plants or materials to donate, or if you would 
like to volunteer at the gardens, please contact May Fong 
Ho at 760-233-3948 or mayfongho@yahoo.com. 

Pictured clockwise from upper left: Euphorbia cooperi, Gasteria 
actinifolia and Aloe vaombe.  

Photos and article by M.F.Ho with permission of the San Diego Zoo 
Safari Park. 

Above: Award winners from Winter 2019 Show: John Wil-

liams, Alison Baldwin, Shawn Soutiere, Pam Badger, Peter 

Walkowiak, Jim Reiser. Below: Speaker Wendell S. Woody 

Minnich with Bev Grant, who is sporting her very festive 

cactus attire. 
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President ’ s  Message  
As we enter into April our message this month is “giving back.” A chief cornerstone 
of our club is education and conservation. How can we do that? We can achieve this 
goal by creating awareness of the importance of cactus/succulents and the im-
portance of xeric scrublands, semi deserts and other lands where they grow. This can 
be accomplished by attending and engaging in our club meetings where we provide 
excellent speakers, workshop experts and plant of the month highlights. We also 
urge you to help us in our goal of reaching out to the public by either leading or as-
sisting in planned educational activities at our June sale and show, organizing a field 

trip, or volunteering at the Safari Park. There are conservation opportunities to represent the club at Earth day, Balboa 
park and many other San Diego events. If there is an opportunity to write-in and save local deserts we would welcome an 
advocate. These are just a handful of the many things available to us. You also may have an idea. We will support you if it 
meets conservation or educational goals. Anyway challenge yourself and spread the word that you are a proud member of 
SDCSS and what we do and the friends you have made! (Please e mail us direct at calcactus11@aol.com if you would like 

Jim and Mary Reiser 

Coffee in the Garden(S) 

PLANT OF THE MONTH– Opuntia 
Opuntia is a genus in the Cactaceae family, and is commonly referred to a Prickly Pear cactus.  The 

name of the genus derives from the ancient city of Opus in Greece, where Theophrastus, 

whom many consider to be the father of botany, described an edible plant that grew and could be 

propagated by rooting its leaves.  Opuntia is native to the Americas and found primarily in Mexico 

and the Southwestern US, but through human intervention is now also found in areas of South 

America, Africa, Australia, and in the Mediterranean regions of both Europe and Asia. In 

Mexico it is called Nopal or Nopales and the fruits ‘tunas’, and in Israel they are called ‘sabra’ which 

translated means tough on the outside and sweet on the inside. 

 
In the beginning of taxonomy, all species of cactus were put into one genus, Cactus.  Shortly thereaf-

ter in 1754, the Scottish botanist Philip Miller divided cacti into several genera, including Opuntia. He 

distinguished the genus largely on the form of its flowers and fruits.  Opuntia hybridizes readily and 

there is considerable variation of taxonomy within the species.  There are hundreds of species and 

many have been reclassified over the years, including Chollas and Disocactus phyllanthoides which is used in creating Epiphyllum hy-

brids.  The most commonly found in our area are the Opuntia ficus indica and Opuntia Santa Rita and Opuntia basilaris or Beavertail 

cactus. 

-Leslie Sheridan 

Opinions expressed in articles and editorial comments are solely the opinions of the author or the editor and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the SDCSS, the board of Directors, 
or the organization as a whole.  All material submitted to the Espinas y Flores for possible publication may be edited in forma and content.  All material contained in the Espinas y Flores 
may be reprinted by other non-profit organizations unless permission is expressly denied in a note accompanying the article.  Please send one copy of the printed material to the editor.  
Reproduction in whole or part by any other organization without the express consent of the editor is prohibited. 

Please note: this Coffee in the Garden has been  

rescheduled to April 13th.  

Wanda Mallen and Gary Vincent are 
hosting a visit of the San Diego and Palo-

mar cactus and succulent clubs to their 
two-acre botanical extravaganza.  You 

will find various garden vignettes, includ-
ing a conifer garden, several tropical retreats, Australian natives 

throughout, palms and of course lots of cactus and succulents.  The 
recent rains have the garden looking really good and ready to show 
off.  There will be snacks, pots and plants for sale, and maybe some 

of Gary’s famous birdhouses – first come, first served! 

Time: 10 AM to 2 PM 

Address: 3856 Cedar Vale Way, 

Fallbrook 

There is plenty of street parking– hope to 

see you there! 

Krista Mills is opening her Clairemont Mesa canyon-
side garden to SDCSS members for the first time. It 

features many mature specimens - cacti, aloes and suc-
culents as well as bromeliads and tillandsias. Access to 
most of the garden is via steep steps. Some plants and 
pots will be for sale - cash only.  No bathroom access. 

Plenty of street parking.   

Saturday, April 6th, 9 AM– 1 PM 

4167 Cole Way, San Diego, CA 92117 

mailto:calcactus11@aol.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Miller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hybrid_(biology)
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1st Place:  Jessica Espinoza- Tiny Cactus Astrophytum asterias 
grouping (A) 

 

2nd Place:  Stan Yalof- Haageocereus chrysacanthus (B) 
 

3rd Place:  Stan Yalof- Ferocactus diguetii  (C) 
 

1st Place:  Bev Grant- Mammillaria tetrancistra 
(Fishhook) (D) 

 

2nd Place:  Bev Grant- Cephalocereus senilis (The Old Man 
cactus) (E) 

 

3r Place:  Denise Griffin- Astrophytum myriostigma cv. Onzuka (F) 

1st Place:  Sylvia Hatcher- Gasteraloe cv. Green Ice (J) 
 

2nd Place:  Chris Gleason- Crassula platyphylla (not 
pictured) 

 

3rd Place:  Kirsten Higgins- Haworthia reinwardtii (K) 
  

1st Place:  Bev Grant- 
Dudleya candida (L) 

 

2nd Place:  Sue Thomas- Crassula  
pubescens ‘rattrayi’(M) 

 

3rd Place:  Charles Ramey- 
Dioscorea  

Elephantipes (N) 
 

1st Place:  Peter Walkowiak- Euphorbia 
milottii (O) 

 

 2nd Place:  Peter Walkowiak-Adenium ara-
bicum  x somalense crispum (P)  

 

 3rd Place:  Kelly Griffin- Agave hybrid 
(Bloodspot x Blue Glow) (Q) 

 
Accounting by Denise Huntsman-Griffin 

Photos by Whitney Meier 
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Advanced 
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Calling all Succulent Collectors,  

Gardeners & Enthusiasts 

Open Garden & Plants for Sale 

552 Seabright Lane, Solana Beach 

Wednesday April 10th 10am - 3pm     

Friday April 12th 10am - 3pm  

Friday April 26th 10am - 3pm 

Saturday April 27th 9am - 1pm 

RSVP in case of date/time change  

 

Please invite friends & family! 

Thousands of plants  

to choose from 

You’ll hit the succulent jackpot  
with our wonderful selection! 

www.succulents.us 

We GROW SUCCULENTS 

Email succulentsus@gmail.com 

858 342 9781 

Succulent Gardening by Tina 

At our last meeting Cheri Kenny invited us to compete in the 

Container Garden portion of the SD County Fair.  For rules, 

date, etc. see below link 

https://downloads.delmarfairgrounds.com/downloads/2019/

exhibits/entry/Garden-Show-Containers-Info.pdf 

Obviously you would enter with succulent plants otherwise-why bother? So now comes the deci-

sions: What plants do I want to use? What size? How long do I want to keep dish garden?.... and 

many other issues. 

First decide the size of the pot. A low, flat pot is best. It should be large enough to put multiple plants in. Drainage and soil will be the 

same as what you usually grow succulent plants in.  Plants that go in one pot should have similar light and water needs.  Always con-

sider the growing habits of the plants. If you are looking for a long-term dish garden you want them to grow at the same speed.  

While cuttings can be used, you have no guarantee that they will root so you are better off with rooted plants. Make sure your plants 

are healthy and pest-free. The challenge of the dish garden is once it gets invested disease can spread. 

Are you going for a theme? One is plants in the same family; we have all seen wonderful bowls of Lithops. Or are you making a sce-

ne? I once did a dish garden with stacking Crassulas and a Chinese garden theme, with small characters and a pond in a dark red pot. 

Try a beach scene, an undersea garden, a faux bonsai effort or an fantasy theme with gnomes or hobbits. Adding some nick-knacks to 

your dish garden can give it character. So look around your house for small things that could create that theme. Use of interesting 

rocks can add depth to your effort.  Matching the pot to the plant is always important. 

I look forward to discussing this with you at April’s Pre-Meeting Workshop. 

PRE-MEETING Workshop 

Some Thoughts on Succulent Dish 

Gardens 

By Chris Miller 

http://www.succulents.us
mailto:succulentsus@gmail.com


6 

Volume 54, Number  4, April , 2019 

2019 SDCSS Summer  

Show Classes 
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CACTUS 

Best Cactus      Phillip Corliss Plaque 

Best Novice Cactus      SDCSS Plaque 

Best Intermediate Cactus     Jürgen Menzel Trophy 

Best Epiphytic Cactus Plant      William & Ruth Nelson Trophy 

Best Mammillaria      Elibet Marshall Trophy 

Best Opuntieae      James & Shirley Berry Trophy 
  

SUCCULENTS 

Best Succulent      Ruby Falk Plaque 

Best Novice Succulent      SDCSS Plaque 

Best Intermediate Succulent     Rudy Lime Trophy 

Best Agave      Doris Rake Plaque 

Best Aloe      Barbara Jeppe Trophy 

Best Bursera     Jeff Harris Trophy 

Best Echeveria       Oliver & Sophie Loyland Trophy 

Best Euphorbia      Russell & Lydia Evans Cup 

Best Mesem      Samuel & Adela Markey Trophy 

Best Pelargonium or Sarcocaulon      Wilna Johnson Trophy 

Best Sansevieria      Richard G. Latimer, Sr. Trophy 

Set-up times:  Fri. May 31, Sales area 12 – 8, Show room 9 -12:30 
Bring in Show plants: Fri. May 31, 1 – 7. Sat. June 1, 7 - 8:30 AM for out of town participants only. 

Show times: Sat. June 1, 10 - 3 Sun. June 2, 10 - 4      Sales times: Sat. June 1, 9 - 5, Sun. June 2, 10 – 4 
Special SDCSS Members-Only Sale: Sat. June 1, 9 – 11 

AUCTION 
Members may submit plants to an Auction to be held Sunday June 2 at 2pm. Entries accepted till noon Sunday. Owners may donate 

their plants or chose to retain 70% of the sale price.  

JUDGING SCALE - SPECIMENS, COLLECTIONS AND DISPLAYS 
Condition   70%,   Staging   15%,   Size & Maturity   10%,   Nomenclature   5% 

EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY 
Two or more entries must be exhibited for CSSA award.  Educational Value   80%, Staging & Originality   20%. 

AWARDS POINT SYSTEM 
Divisions I, II and IV, 1st-3 pts., 2nd-2 pts., 3rd-1 pt., Division III, 1st-7 pts., 2nd-5 pts., 3rd-3 pts. Division V, 1st-12 pts., 2nd-10 pts., 3rd-8 pts., 

Division VI, no points but entries are eligible for plaques, trophies and rosettes. Plaques and Trophies:  10 pts., Rosettes:  5 pts.  

SHOW COMMITTEE 
Show Chair: Kelly Griffin;   Head Clerk:  Susan Hopkins;   Luncheon:  Pam Badger 

Sales Chair: Chris Miller;   Sales Manager: open 

THE SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY 

P. O. Box 33181, San Diego, California 92163-3181, is a public service and educational (nonprofit tax exempt) organization. 

Your donations are graciously accepted. 

PLANT TAGS ARE UNCHANGED. PICK THEM UP AT THE APRIL OR MAY MEETING OR AT THE SHOW 
ENTRY NOTES:  PLEASE USE THE MOST CURRENT CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE. Classes 1-116 (except for 44,105 and 108-111) are divided into two pot sizes:  A 

and B  (A: Width plus Length = 10 inches and under; B: W+L over 10).  Note that one plant per container is allowed in these classes. 

Three categories for competing entries are as follows:  GREEN cards for exhibitors that have won 10 or less blue ribbons in a recognized cactus and succulent show.  

YELLOW cards are for participants that have won more than 10 blue ribbons.  BLUE cards are for vendors and those that wish to compete against them.  

Awards will be selected from any category. WHITE cards are for plants entered non-competitively, for show only. 

SAN DIEGO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY’S ANNUAL SHOW & SALE, May 31, JUNE 1, 2, 2019 

  Show Rules 

 The show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants.  There is no limit to the number of entries per class or the number of classes en-

tered, though no entry can be entered in more than one class.  All property shall be marked with the owner’s name, not visible to the judges.  

The exhibitor must have grown the plant for at least six months.   

 All entries must have properly filled entry cards and must be entered in the appropriate Division and Class to be eligible for awards.  Exhibi-

tors are responsible for placing these items with their entries.  For the best plant grown from seed, the exhibitors must have raised the plant 

themselves.  Plants may be species or hybrids.  Hybrids may be exhibited in the class of either parent.  Grafted plants will be accepted in any 

class, though awards for grafts will be selected from Division IV. Read the notes below the Plant Entry Classification Schedule. 

 Entries must be clean, healthy, pest-free, and dry.  Remove Plant Name Tags in pots (except for collections and displays).  Awards must 

remain with exhibits until the close of the show.  Classes with few entries may be combined.  The show committee reserves the right to reject 

plants or exhibits and to readjust entries for the good of the show.  Show hours must be followed.  The San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society 

will exercise due caution in safeguarding exhibits. However, SDCSS cannot assume responsibility for loss of property.  Entries are judged 

against perfection.  The judges’ decisions are final.  In the case of disputes and/or ties, the Show Chair(s) or if the Chair's plants are involved, 

the Head Clerk, shall make the final decision.  

 TROPHIES AND PLAQUES are perpetual, except the educational and novice awards.  Winners will receive a hand-crafted pot and a certifi-

cate suitable for framing. First, second and third place ribbons will be awarded in each class; however, should the judges feel that a first, sec-

ond, or third place is not merited, no awards will be given.  To receive the CSSA Award, two or more educational displays must be entered. 

Judges, Club President, and Show Chairman will each award two Rosettes to their favorite plants. 

CACTUS OR SUCCULENTS 
Best Baja Plant       Richard G. Latimer, Jr. Memorial Trophy 
Best Graft      Bob & Suzanne Taylor Trophy 
Best Mexican Plant in Show      Dudley B. Gold Trophy 
Best Plant Grown From Seed      Tegelberg Family Plaque 
Rarest Plant in the Show   Terry & Collette Parr Trophy 
Best San Diego County Succulent      Julianne Rice Trophy 
Best Miniature      Monte & Mary Woodworth Plaque 
Best Pachycaul or Caudiciform H. Warren & Virginia Buckner Tro-
phy 
Best Succulent Bonsai      Rudy & Teresita Lime Trophy 
People’s Choice Award        Rose D’Attilio Memorial Plaque 
  

DISPLAYS, EXHIBITS AND HIGH POINTS 
Best Educational Display       CSSA Award 
Best Exhibit      Reuben Vaughan Plaque 
Most Artistic Display      Walter & Hazel Scott Plaque 
High Points 25 or fewer entries SDCSS Plaque 
High Points 50 or fewer entries      James & Shirley Berry Trophy 


