
Hello folks, 

Join us Saturday, November 14th at 10:00 a.m. PST for the next in our series of 

webinars featuring Cactus and Succulent experts from around the world. 

Karen Zimmerman: "Aloes On My Mind: Exploring Aloe Hybrids One 

Generation at a Time" 

 

Program: The presentation begins with an overview of the genus Aloe, distribution and diversity 

of species, and a short history of the work and contributions of important hybridizers. Karen will 

show examples of parent plants and offspring-- some that became good enough to name and 

distribute, and others that became disappointments. She will share some of her new promising 

hybrids and discuss future possibilities. 

 

A Short Biography of Karen Zimmerman 

Karen Zimmerman is the succulent propagator for 

the Huntington Botanical Gardens’ Desert 

Collections, a huge potted collection outside of the 

public gardens. She has worked at the Huntington 

for 20 years. An avid photographer, she has 

published photos in journals, books, and a 

photography magazine. 

  

“I've always been drawn to growing plants. The first 

plants I grew from seed were pine trees. A small local nursery gave my best friend and me an 

envelope of pine seeds, and I can still remember the deep excitement and awe when they 

germinated! We jumped into the pool with our clothes on. We were 10 years old.” 

  

“I still get that same ‘Christmas morning’ excitement when a batch of new aloe hybrid babies 

germinate. It's even better when they start to develop some character, often very early with the 

first true leaf.   Despite careful breeding for specific traits such as color, size or toothiness, 

unexpected anomalies can appear in any breeding, especially given how complicated these 

aloe hybrids have become with generations of species and crosses in the mix. The standouts 

 



are, of course, the ones I crave!” 

 

-- 

We hope to see you! 

Gunnar Eisel, Executive Director 

To register for the webinar in advance Click 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lYKqwljjTbi2H_CEmM78sg 

 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 

 

Are you a CSSA member?  Please join us!  http://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/ 

 

 


